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   One of probably the most emotionally charged issues – death with dignity – was postponed indefinitely last week. HB1135 would have allowed individuals with a terminal illness to request and self-administer, life-ending medication from a physician under certain conditions.
   Strict requirements to be met were set forth in the bill – waiting periods, written requests, physician requirements – but when all was said and done, they were not enough to convince lawmakers to ignore the wide-ranging possibilities for abuse. No doubt, when mega-size estates are up for grabs, the temptation could just be too great. HB1135 was postponed by the Public Health Care and Human Services Committee with a 9-4 vote.
House Bill 15-1070:  The distribution of crime profits will be changed in several ways if HB 1070 is passed as introduced.
   Under current law, crime profits are paid to the Crime Victim Services Advisory Board, then immediately deposited in an escrow account for the benefit of victims. Distribution of funds from the escrow account is based on claims filed with the board to fulfill orders for restitution or payment of damage awards from a civil action against convicted persons.
   HB 1070  makes these changes:
· requires that  money from crime profits first be applied to any unpaid order of restitution, after a restitution order is satisfied, are to be distributed to the identified victims on a pro rata basis; and
· specifies that if all victims are not known or cannot be located, any remaining money after a restitution order is satisfied must be held in an escrow account by the Crime Victim Services Board for the benefit of the victims.
   HB 1070 would also:
· reduce the period of time that a victim of a crime may seek to satisfy a judgment against the convicted person from 5 year to 3 years;
· specify that the Crime Victim Services Advisory Board distribute funds from the escrow account after all claims have been established and allows for a prorated portion of claims be paid if sufficient funds are not available to cover all claims; and
· removes the requirement that public notice about crime profits held in escrow be provided if all victims are known and can be located.
House Bill 15-1119:  HB 1119 will have its first committee hearing on February 11th  and be a highly charged one, which is probably the understatement of the year.
   HB 1119, if passed as introduced, “provides for the compensation of a royalty owner when a local ordinance, resolution or other policy prohibits the practice of hydraulic fracturing to recover oil and gas within a local government's jurisdiction.” “The bill makes local government liable to the royalty owner for the value of royalties not received due to the prohibition.”
   The areas of Colorado with significant oil and gas production are the Wattenberg Field in central Weld County, including parts of surrounding counties. The Piceance Basin and Rangley Field in Northwestern Colorado also have substantial oil and gas production. Ignacio Blanco, a primarily gas-producing resource is located in Southern Colorado.
   State lands would also be heavily impacted as the State Land Board (SLB) in the Department of Natural Resources “holds certain state lands in trust and manages these lands for public benefit, including state revenue, subject to local regulations.  Revenue from such lands accounted for over 80 percent of SLB revenue in recent fiscal years.
   The consequences of cities, towns and counties enacting a local rule attempting to restrict hydraulic fracturing within a local jurisdiction, even enacting a moratorium suspending local approval of such activities while the issue is studied does not amount to chump change.
   The cities of Boulder, Fort Collins and Longmont, the city and county of Broomfield and Boulder County have each adopted temporary moratoria on hydraulic fracturing, with a permanent ban of all forms of drilling already passed by the city of Lafayette.
   A 2014 estimate by the National Association of Royalty Owners for a ban in Boulder County, the total impact would be $1 billion in royalty payments to owners of oil and gas rights. Of course, that estimate was before the benchmark prices for domestic oil dropped to $50.00 per barrel, and the strikes at refineries located for states.
   Look for this one to be as volatile a hearing as last year's gun control legislation, with mega bucks and consequences at stake.
Lead Sponsors House Bill 15-1119:  Representative Perry Buck (R-Larimer, Weld) 866-2907. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
Senate Bill 15-058:   The legislative declaration of SB 058 provides background  and the necessity for statewide policies and procedures for law enforcement agencies that conduct eyewitness identifications:
· Over the past forty years, a large body of peer-reviewed scientific research and practice has demonstrated that simple systematic changes in the administration of eyewitness identification procedures by all law enforcement agencies can greatly improve the accuracy of those identifications and strengthen public safety while protecting the innocent;
· The integrity of Colorado's criminal justice system benefits from adherence to peer-reviewed research-based practices in the investigation of criminal activity; and
· Colorado will benefit from the development and use of written law enforcement policies that are derived from peer-reviewed scientific research and research-based practices, which will ultimately improve the accuracy of eyewitness identification and strengthen the criminal justice system in Colorado.
   SB 058 “requires all Colorado law enforcement agencies to adopt written policies and procedures regarding eyewitness identifications that meet specific criteria and to submit this information to the Peace Officers Standards and Training (POST) Board by July 2016.”
   Law enforcement agencies choosing not to adopt agency-specific policies are required to adopt and use model policies developed by the Attorney General's Office and the Colorado District Attorney's Council.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-058:  Senator Lucia Guzman (D-Denver) 866-4862; Representative Daniel Kagan (D-Arapahoe) 866-2582.
Senate Bill 15-067:  Emergency responders risk life and limb each time they respond to emergencies, but face dangers far more serious than just during the trip to an emergency. SB 067 raised the classification from assault in the third degree to assault in the second degree for the following criminal actions:
· intentionally causing bodily injury (assault) to an emergency medical care provider in order to prevent that provider from performing a lawful duty; or
· causing a peace officer, firefighter, emergency medical care or service provider, while engaged in his or her professional duties, to come into contact with bodily fluids with the intent to infect, injure, harm, harass, annoy, threaten or cause alarm.
   SB 067 was referred favorably (unamended) to the Committee on Appropriations.
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-067:  John Cooke (R-Weld) 866-4451: and Senator Janak Joshi (R-El Paso) 866-2937.
Senate Bill 15-114:  Eminent Domain continues to warrant the legislature's attention. SB 114, if enacted, will prohibit a county government from using eminent domain (condemnation) for the acquisition of property for parks, recrecreation, open space, conservation or for similar purposes. The bill would also prohibit counties from “providing funding to any public or private party for the acquisition by condemnation of similar properties.”
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-114:  Senator Larry Crowder (R-Alamosa, Baca, Bent, Conejos, Crowley, Custer, Huerfano, Kiowa, Las Animas, Mineral, Otero, Prowers, Pueblo, Rio Grande, Saguache) 866-4875. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
Senate Bill 15-091:  “Statute of repose” is the term used to describe the “maximum period for a legal action against any construction professional (architect, contractor, builder, builder vendor, engineer or inspector) performing or furnishing the design, planning, supervision, inspection construction, or observation of construction of any improvement to real property.” SB 091 reduces that term from 8 years to 4 years.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-091:  Senator Ray Scott (R-Mesa) 866-3077. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
